Defending champ looks back at Met win
Four Bridges Country Club. Semifinals of the 2014 Greater Cincinnati Women’s Golf Association Ladies Metropolitan Amateur tournament.

Emily Stipanovich stood in the 18th fairway trailing Carolyn Markley – the St. Ursula Academy wunderkind who as a junior finished fourth in the state high school championships the previous fall – by a hole in the match play format.

Dire straits. Dire, that is, until Stipanovich staked her six iron within two feet of the cup, tapped in, won the 18th, forced sudden death and won the match on the 21st hole.

“I think that was about as good a shot as I’ve ever hit,” she said. “Certainly as good a shot as I’ve hit in that kind of situation. I kind of love my six iron.”

Stipanovich, who plays out of Terrace Park Country Club, rode the momentum of the come-from-behind semifinal to the 2014 Ladies Met title the next day with a 2-up victory.

It was just her third time playing in the tournament.

She plans to defend her crown in the 2015 Ladies Met, beginning June 29 at Cincinnati Country Club. While it will be Stipanovich’s fourth time in the tourney, it will be the milestone 100th time for the tourney.

“Celebrating that is a fantastic thing,” Stipanovich said. “I’m excited to be going back. We’re going to give it another run.”

“We” includes her husband Dan, who serves as her Ladies Met caddy (and who plays to an eight handicap himself). The two met when Emily was a sophomore at Xavier University, where she was a scholarship golfer for the Musketeers out of Butler, Pennsylvania, north of Pittsburgh.

“I was about 10 when I started playing with my dad,” she said. “We were kind of looking for family fun on a Sunday afternoon and that’s what we found.”

She started taking the game more seriously in high school, where she first broke 80, and gave up playing softball to focus on golf.

“Looking back, it was probably a good decision,” Stipanovich said. “It’s a lifetime sport. You never have to stop playing.”

In fact, she’s hoping more girls follow her onto the links and give her a run for the title.

“It’s all about growing the game,” said Stipanovich, who used her finance degree from XU to land a job in the banking business. “It has a stereotype of being a rich, old, white, man’s game. But this is a chance (with the celebration of a century of women’s amateur golf in Cincinnati) to show it’s not.

The Ladies Met is great competition- and obviously not for men – and it’s really a young player’s game. I’m honored to be part of that tradition and look forward to this year’s tournament.”

